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The Cowpens National Battlefield commemorates a Revo-
lutionary War battle fought on January 17, 1781.  General 
Daniel Morgan and the troops under his command 
soundly defeated the brash British commander Lt. Col. 
Banastre Tarleton and his troops and delivered a brutal 
blow to the British efforts to control the southern colonies.  
Morgan’s use of a strategic maneuver known as “double 
envelopment” is still taught in modern military institutions 
of higher learning. 
 
Nearly two-hundred years after that fateful day, a Con-
gressional mandate was handed down to the National 

Park Service, ordering the group to restore the Cowpens battlefield to as near the 1781 appearance 
as possible.  The work to carry out this mandate began in the mid 1980’s with the thinning of pine 
stands on key sections of the battlefield and removing the last vestiges of more than 55 former home 
sites.  Since that time, park management has continued planning for future battlefield restoration. 
 
The overall mission of the Cowpens National Battlefield is to protect, preserve and interpret Cowpens 
National Battlefield and to restore the battle ground to as near as possible its 1781 appearance.  Al-
though the battleground had no commanding geographic features, the topography and vegetation 
were critical to the outcome of the battle.   
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Cowpens is considered by most historians as 
one of, if not the most, critical battles of the 
Revolutionary War. This battle on January 17, 
1781 provided a victorious end to a six–month 
struggle for control of the backcountry of the 
Carolinas. The American victory started Lord 
Cornwallis and the British Southern Army on its 
way to surrender at         Yorktown, less than 
nine-months later. The battle may be aptly de-
scribed as the beginning of the end of the war 
for American independence. 
 
General Daniel Morgan, the American leader, 
had the battle forced upon him by a large and 
well-equipped army led by Lt. Col. Banastre 
Tarleton. Tarleton had been sent by Lord Corn-
wallis to chase the smaller American army of 
600 soldiers, across the Broad River into a trap 
that he was  setting for them. While fleeing like 
a cat during the 25-mile chase from Grindal 
Shoals to Cowpens, Morgan’s little Flying Army 
developed into a powerful tiger that destroyed 
the chasing bulldog. 
 
The terrain that Morgan selected for the battle 
contributed several resources essential for win-
ning the battle. First, Morgan arrived at Cow-

pens  before Tarleton and had more resources than his enemy. 
The location, which was known by all local people, drew the 
scattered units quickly enough to deploy and win the battle. 
Secondly, the terrain  favored the defense. Thirdly the road net-
work provided several options for future actions  depending on 
the battle’s outcome. 
 
Military schools 
and teachers still 
use the Cowpens 
Battle as a prime 
example of good 
military planning 
and execution. 
The battle illus-
trates the brilliance 
and savvy talents 
of the American 
commanders who 
integrated local  
militia units, which 
comprised over 
half of the Ameri-
can force, into a 
winning team.  

����
����
�
�����������
����� ����
�
 �������
����

 ��

�
������������
���
�
��� 
������
��
��!��


